Hello Chapter Chairs!

Attached to this letter is additional information pertaining to Mountain Leadership School (MLS).  We would appreciate your sharing the program flyer and scholarship information with your respective committees and trip leaders.
 MLS is a five-day wilderness leadership training program with 50 years of experience designed to help leaders learn and practice new skills for managing groups with minimal impact in the backcountry.  This program is staffed by senior AMC volunteers who have a wide variety of wilderness knowledge and experience.
Participants discover and develop their own leadership style as well as learn new skills and ideas such as:
Trip planning, Map and Compass, Time management, Clothing, Gear, Group dynamics, Leave No Trace, Leadership styles, and Accident scene management.
MLS offers a rigorous opportunity to learn about and practice wilderness leadership, so participants must be in good physical condition. The program includes a four-day backpacking adventure — traveling long miles with heavy packs over some of the roughest terrain in the East.

Intensive participation and interaction with the group are expected of every student. Participants will take turns leading their group through the mountains in a series of adventures and scenarios designed to develop and test leadership skills. In the process, many students have developed life-long friendships.

Because outdoor leadership is an inherently risky situation, current first aid certification is an important tool for outdoor leaders to maintain.  MLS strongly suggests outdoor leaders consider a Wilderness First Aid certification.  An optional SOLO Wilderness First Aid course is offered the 2 days prior to each MLS program.
Please extend this information about MLS and the attached MLS Flyer to active volunteer leaders within your chapter interested in increasing their knowledge of outdoor stewardship.
Scholarships of $150 are available to active AMC leaders!  See following page for details.
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2010 MLS Dates

(MLS courses are run out of the AMC Highland Center in Crawford Notch)
June 16-20, 2010
June 14-20, 2010 (including Wilderness First Aid)

August 11-15, 2010 
August 9-15, 2010 (including Wilderness First Aid)

For more information on Mountain Leadership School Programs visit

www.outdoors.org/education/leadership
To register, please call AMC Reservations at 603.466.2727
THE ROBERT HANSEN MEMORIAL LEADERSHIP FUND

Mountain Leadership School Scholarship Application

The Robert Hansen Memorial Leadership Fund grants scholarship assistance to persons interested in developing and improving their outdoor leadership skills.  Each recipient will be awarded up to $150 towards the fee for attending Mountain Leadership School.  The AMC’s Education Department is pleased to have the opportunity to offer application for one of these scholarships to each AMC Chapter, Facility, and Camp.  AMC volunteers and the AMC Education staff will jointly determine the recipients of this scholarship.  If awarded the scholarship, the recipient will receive the $150 as reimbursement following successful completion of Mountain Leadership School.

To apply for a scholarship, the Applicant must complete SECTION I of this form.  The Nominator must then fill out SECTION II.  Return Sections I and II to the AMC at least 2 weeks prior to the course start date.

SECTION I - Applicant

A. Personal Information:

Name: _______________________________________
 Email:_____________________

Home Address: ____________________________________________________________

City: ______________________       State: ___________       Zip Code: ____________   

Home Phone: ________________________  Work Phone: __________________________

Chapter/Facility/Camp Affiliation: ______________________________________________

Which Mountain Leadership School will you be attending? Course Dates:_________________

B. Please answer the following questions:  

(Please use only the space provided.  2-3 sentences per question will suffice.)
1. What do you hope to learn as a result of attending Mountain Leadership School (MLS)?

2. What programs, groups, or individuals will benefit from your participation in MLS?

3. Please describe your prior outdoor experience, both as a participant and leader:
After completing Section I, please return this to your Camp/Chapter Nominator. 

All paperwork must then be returned to the AMC no later than 2 weeks prior to the course start.

THE ROBERT HANSEN MEMORIAL LEADERSHIP FUND

Mountain Leadership School Scholarship Application

The Robert Hansen Memorial Leadership Fund grants scholarship assistance to persons interested in developing and improving their outdoor leadership skills.  Each recipient will be awarded up to $150 towards the fee for attending Mountain Leadership School.  The AMC’s Education Department is pleased to have the opportunity to offer application for one of these scholarships to each AMC Chapter, Facility, and Camp.  AMC volunteers and the AMC Education Department staff will jointly determine the recipients of this scholarship.

SECTION II - Nominator

AMC Chapter/Facility/Camp:  _______________________________________

Nominator:  ______________________________________________________

Home Phone: ______________________   Work Phone: _______________________

I am interested in having _____________________attend Mountain Leadership School because:

          

      (Applicant’s full name)
Please send completed application forms to:

Mountain Leadership School

Appalachian Mountain Club

Highland Center at Crawford Notch

General Delivery Route 302

Bretton Woods, New Hampshire 03575

Or to: agorban@outdoors.org
For questions or additional applications, please contact:

Aaron Gorban, Risk Management and Leadership Training Manager

(603)278-3820, or agorban@outdoors.org


















